Overshadowing and blocking as acquisition deficits: no recovery after extinction of overshadowing or blocking cues.
The effects of extinction of the blocking or overshadowing stimulus on conditioned responding controlled by the blocked or overshadowed stimulus were examined in seven appetitive conditioning experiments with rats. The experiments differed in their designs, stimuli used, the amounts of conditioning and extinction training, and the levels of conditioned responding produced. In all cases, conditioned responding to the blocked or overshadowed cue was either unaffected or reduced by extinction of the blocking or overshadowing cue. These data are consistent with accounts of overshadowing and blocking that attribute those phenomena to acquisition deficits, rather than to retrieval failures.